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after Florence reached Scutari, the passages of
the Barrack Hospital were lined with wounded.
Not only were there no beds for them, but room
could not be found on the floors of the wards for
these new arrivals. The floors of the wards were
already covered with patients,
It was the testing time for Florence, The
Government had given her an official position,
and informed the Chief Medical Officer in the
East that every assistance was to be extended to
the nurses in carrying out the work for which
they had been despatched from England. But
many of the medical men were antagonistic to
women nurses. In England the nurses had been
affectionately called Nightingales, in Scutari,
Florence was scoffingly called " the Bird."
Women were looked upon as certain to interfere
with the work, and doctors told each other that
the nurses would go into hysterics, upset the
patients, and piwe a serious hindrance to the
overworked administration. Had the party
reached Scutari at a time when patients were few
in number, this attitude might have ruined the
whole scheme ; but, as it was, they arrived at a
period of unexampled pressure. Florence and
her party got into harness at once, and far from
fulfilling the fears of the doctors, proved capable
and useful in the earliest days. Some of the
doctors were converted in the feverish week which
succeeded the reception of the wounded from
Balaclava, and, as for the patients, their welcome
to the nurses had never been in doubt. Some of
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